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THE ©OITY PULPIT.

RITUALISH:

Origin, Cause, and Cure, A Bermom
Il:' Rev. ’Dr. Watson, at the Church of
the Atomement, Seventoonth and Sum-

meor streets, Inst Hvening.
—~For the law wan_given by Moses, but

B, Job b e by Jesun ChFiNte
1 The two parta of this declaration seem tt; be
get the one over ngalnst the other The law
was given by Moses, but grace nnd 'tlruth mnlle
By Jesus Ohrist,® (The word “but” is notin
the original, but the sense of the whole strongl
implies ity and so our translators understood,
s-;Mowes was falthful in all his house, wh A ser-
yant, for s testimony of those things which were
o be spoken after; but COhrist, ns s Son, over
His own bhouse,” What can be more evident
than that the first ceases Lo commund when
the anthority of the second begins? What can
be more evident than that the business of B
witness Is over when hls testimony hns n
glven in? Moses was faithful In wll his house,
a6 n sleward, while the helr and successor Was

) But Christ is the Son; and He
zzgnl‘nh'.eu}'c gteward must depart, or ink to a
pubordinate position. Eliezer, the stewnrd of

braham's household, was his heir, until Isaac,
't‘he romised seed, was born, Moses was for 8
testimony of future things; but when those
things were mccomplished, by the coming of
Cbrist, Moses must staud aside, ‘‘He taketh
away the first, that He may establish the
second.”

But what Jaw does the text referto? It has
been sttempted to be shown (by what some
esteern ae high authority) that the law thus
superseded py Ohrist was slmply the moral law,
ae the condition of our justitication with God,
leaving the ceremonial, to gome extent at least,
in foree; just the opposite of those undervaluers
of the righteousnees of faith who say that the
moral law yoo stands, the ceremonial aloue
having been done awny. But from the view
ust presented, must it not be the whole law
hat has been either nbolished or absorbed in
Christ? Of the entire system which was thus
denominnted Mosea is declared to have been
the Mediator; therefore to it, m (s entirencss,
reference must be made when It is smid, “"The
law was s’wen by Moses, but grace aud truth
came by Jesus Christ.” _

The law, in its moral provisions, passed awsy,
fs a law, when Christ came, because thence-
forth justification was to be 1o more of works
but of grace. To this 80 many of the Inspired
mrguments of Bt, Paul are directed. Agalust
this he so often holds up faith, as the means and
condition of our justification, the law, in which
we were once held, being now, as he says,
“‘dead.” Notthe law, but grace and truth, as
coming by Jesus Christ, Grace, as that Divine
favor by which sinners were aceepted for His
sake, and truth, a# distinguished from law, as
that power by which they were to be governed,
There i85 n vast distinction between law and
truth, Law is & compulsion from without; trath
an infinence working from within, Law is an
obligation, whether we acknowledge its reason.
ableness or not, & force pressing upon us, saund
demanding obedience, Truth appeals to the rea-
gon and the consclence; it convinees and per-
suades belore It obliges; and then the power is
an inward one, from which obedience flows
voluntarily. The law says, “Do this, and thon
shalt live;” truth reveals ltself to the soul
in  all its msiestf and beanty, and
taking possession of it, turns the principles
into the way of life. That truth was first the
revelation of the grace of God in Christ, and
then of the chavacter and will of God, in all His
relations to His earthly creatures. No doubt
many of the provisions of the law remain in
this new saspect, as the truth, and so are of
force i the Christian system. But as law,
thoy do not rest upon the Christian, he to
whom Christ has come, as lns Redeemer trom
sin, and the Author and Giver of everlasting

[

The law, in ils ceremonlal provisions, as
%'the shadow of good things to come,” passed
away when Christ,*‘the very image of the things,”
.gpemd. Indeed, the whole Epistie to the
ebrows is taken up with the exhibition of this
truth, the resolving of all the rites and cere-
monies of Judalsm into Chrln& and their com-
plete abrogation by His sacriticial death and
lorious mediation in heaven. Bymbolicslly,
{‘he overthrow of the Temple~the only place
where those ceremonies were fully enacted—
was significant of their terminntion, never
aguin, in any aspect, to be revived. Asit lies
in desolation—yes, ss the very fonndations of it
have been ploughed up—so has that gorgeouns
ritual, of which it wae a0 long the theatre,
ugsed away, a departed ‘iglory. to linger only in
¢ memory of the world,

Now, I have notthe slightest doubt thut out
of an obliviousness of this truth the whole
gystem of that which is denominated Rituslism
hae sprung. It arose with the corruption of
the Church, with the development of that error
which 8t, Paul so largely combated, as sho w-
ing itself in his day, the error of the Judaizin
teachers, They insisted on circumeision an
the other rites of Moses a8 necessary to justifica-
tion: respecting which he asks believers:
s‘Wherefore, If ye be dead with Christ from the
rudiments of the world, why, as though ltving
in the world, are ye nrubaam to ordinances
And then adds, by way of cautlon and denun-
clution, “Touch not, taste not, handle not,
which all are to perlsh with the vsing.” Those
of a later day, indeed, did not insist on Jewish
ordinances as such, but they substituted sacra-
ments and & priesthood in their place, and then
sdapted the eld wnd ahrofatcd ritnal to suit
them. For just as the Jewish ceremonial clus-
tered around the Bacrifice, so the corrupted
Ohristiang clustered around the Lord's S8upper,
which they delighted to call the Christian saori-
fice. And here 1 take my stand, that the
foundation of this system i perverted views of
that Bacrament, regarding it e & sacnifice, and
itsm ré as priests, who offer thus & propitis-
tion for the sins of the people, Hence gomes
that euperstitious veneration for the saora-
mental board: the bowiug before it—the reluc-
tance to touch it, even in the stiitude of Qra er
—its promwinence in the sanctuary—the placing
of lights nnd crosses upon ft—the deckingit
with flowers and symbolical embroidery, and
the term by which it 14 designated—the ditar,
Hence comes the elevation of the elements, or
the nearest approach Lo it that is ventured on,
and, by childish scrupulosity, of their profana-
tion, ence Lhe ﬁornmus robiog of the officia-
ting ministers, and the estimation in which they
would be held, as separated from all others b
the awfulness of th fanctions., Against this
1ast, how declsive are the words of Scripture:—
*'Let a man so sccount of s a8 of the ministers
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God;"
understanding by '‘ mysteries” (which is its
only sense in the New Testament) something
which, having been hidden before, is now re-
wveanled to men. And where do the Apostlesever
speak of minlsters ae priests or a priesthood ?
(Raeml 15 the only Priest, and they are bat ambus-
gadors for Him, Agaivst the olhers our own
Church has sufficiently expressed hersell when
shespenks simply of “the table,” and orders thut
it shall bave ‘4 luir whif lipen cloth upon it,"
saylng nothing of altar-cloths of various hues
symbolize the several seasons, of which the

tualiste and Eccleslologists maie so much; of
placing it indisoriminately “in the body of the
church or in the chanecel,” neither decoraling iL
with flowere, ner lights, norcrosses, And forthe
apparel of the minister, that he shall be *‘de-
cently” (1hat s, beeomingly) hubited in the pub-
Ye exerclse of his office. How guardadly, indeed,
does she introduce symbolism atall, &s in the sige
of the cross in bap , leaving 1t optional wilh
the pariles interesied; and in the consecration
of the sacramental elements, directing the minis.
ter slmply to break and lny his hands upon the
bread, and to take the cup, in tokeu of their
being set apart to this hallowed use, Bo, again,
in the procession of the ministers in the church,
Only in o single instance does she prescribe it—
in t{le consecration of churches; and there its
reasopnbleness is so manifest that I doubt if
it even struck any ns superstitious, or tend-
fng to superstiion, A buildin is about to
be taken possession of for relbg ua putlroaea
in the nsme of Almighty . How ftting
that the service for it shounld be bexun ut its
door | Aud so it is divected that the Bishop
shall be recelved at the entrance by the wardens
and vestrymen; and then that be and the clergy

who ire pre #hall o up the sisle, ropeating
alteroately the sppointed psalm, 1t mﬂ

ed that many of the oeremonies in use before
the Reformation were left ntmdluﬁ by tho
order of Elizabeth, whioh retained the m’nﬁ
of Bdward and set aside the second, In wh
theso bad been abolished, Be this ss i nn.:i
that Princess did muny things for
agreement, and to conciliate thowe r‘ t
logsely hield the Reformatd rinoiptes, Bat
in ing them, it is we own that ahe
allensted others, whose dis n in the cotrse
of a fow years be #o wides that the
result was the overthrow of the Establishment,
and the revolution of the nation. Bot lﬂpﬂom
that in En{lmd. by the letter of the law, these
usnges still stand, what is that to ua ¥

The Prayer-Book that we use is of the Amer|-
can Church, made ourown by setual adoption
nnd after deliberate revision; snd that, wad
that alone, is the law and the testimony for us,
What itallows, that we are bound by; what it
does not, can jusily have no place ln our publie
WOnhig.

But higher yel i8 our appeal o the Holy
Beriptures. ¢ have seon that the law, cere-
monial not less than moral, moral not less than
ceremoninl, had been abrogated im COhrist.
What, then, do we find in the New Testsment,
bearing on the subject? Hear Jesos Himself,
Bpeaking at the well of SBamaria, he says,
“Woman, belleve mo, the hour cometh when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeru-
salem, worship the Father; but the true wor-
ghippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
iu truth; for the Father secketh euch to worship
Him." Observe that all holy places, specifically,
are by this word abolished. And what a shock
must that bave given allko to Samaritan and to
Jew | Think of all that David had written of
Jerusalem und Mount Zion—psalms which Lhe
devout leraclite had sung Irom nge to age, and
which bad mounlded the nationsl mind and
heart. How rude, then, mugt have been the
shock when iL wus declared that the time was
coming when the temple at Jerosalem would bo
esteemed no longer sacred, and when prayers
offered In its courts would be no more edpe-
cially ncoeptuble to God., But if not there,
then nowhere exclusively; but throughout the
wide world, in every spot trodden by the foot of
man, where the nesrt might 2o up in aspiration
1o Hoewven, there would be, for the time, a sanc-
tunry of the Most High. Houses of worship
might, indeed, be erected and set u[mrt for man’s
convenlence and edification, as beiog adapted to
buman peeds, but not as implying any sacred-
pess, in view of Him to whom prayer is made,
Moreover, He tells us that they who worship the
Father must “worship Him in spirit and in
truth." What does thls mean, in connection
with the sbolishment of sacred places, except
that an acceptable worship must be divested as
much as pos:sible of that which is merely
outward, which appesls to the genses, and
through them {8 infended to affect the heart?
On this prlmzlplc our own Church has certainly
proceeded. For where in all her serviees is
there aught that is in conflict with it?—in them
all thiere being nothing bat the words of prayer
and thanksgiving and the volee of melody,
From beginning to end 1t is the mind that is
addressed, and through it the heart engaged.
Neither pictores, nor Hghts, nor incense, nor
robed progessions are found there, nor such
mueic as 8 designed for a sensuous or
theatrical effect. But turn agam to the pages of
the New Testament. Is baptism to be ad-
ministered ¥ The most circumstantial account
recorded there of its administration, is that by
Philip of the Ethiopian eunuch. And thus we
read:—*As they went on theiwr way, they came
to a certain water; spd the cunuch said, See,
here is water, what dolh hinder me to be bap-
tized? And Philip snid, If thou believest with
sll thine heart, thou mayest, And be answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christis the Son
of God. Apd he commanded the chariot to stand
stiill. And they went down both into the water
both Philip and the eunuch; and he ba tized
bhim.” How mmple all, and how scant of mere
ceremony! Is the Lord's Supper to be adminis-
tered? In sll the circuit of the inspired writin
there is nothing to lead usto suppose that it
was sccompanied by aught tending to awaken
feelings of unusoal or preternatural awe, It is
only related, for instance, that *Upon the first
daly of the week, when the disciples came to-

ether to break bread, Paul presched nnto
bem;” and that the fremhlng wns the most
considerable part ol the exercises, is evident
from the fact that “*he continued his speech
til midnight.! TLook at #8t. Paul’s re-
buke of the abuses connected with its celebra-
tion in the Church at Corinth, These abuses
were fearful; but they show us that so far [rom
the ordinance itsell being regarded as some-
thiog awful and mysterious, and made as much
g0 as possible by the manner of its celebration,
that manner was go simple that it was not difti-
cult to glide from the rlgfm to a wrong and very
looge way. Again:—With reference to the
Puhllc service generally, we are simply charged
‘Not to foreake the assembling of ourselves
together;” and in such asscmblages “‘not to be
partial among ourselves, not to say to the man
in goodly apparel ‘S8it thou here in a good
place,’ while we esy to the poor man, in vile
raiment, ‘Stand thou there, or it here under
m)l‘ footstool,’” Indeed, the whole idea of wor-
ship, at that peried of the Church, was such as
might be engralted on the ordinary Synagogue
service, The Apostles were content, ut first, to
go into the Syn ues, as they went from city
10 city, and preach Christ, And there Christian-
ity would have stayed and worshipped i Chrisy
had been received, insensibly moulding the ser.
vices which it found there in accordinoe with its
own gpirit and principles. But, being rejecled,
what was to be done? Establizh a rival service,
in which thatof the Zemple was the model ?
Nay: but in withdruwing, to set up a Christian
synagogue, as 8t. Paul did at Ephesus, *disputin
daily, lor the space of two yecars, in the schoo
of one Tyrapnus.” I(n truth, the Jews them-
fclves, whether in their own or forelgn lands,
never thought, in those assemblies wnich con-
vened everly Habbath day, and with which Jesus
and His disciples so often worshipped-—mever
thought, I say, of imitating the elaborate ritual
of the Temple; which was confined to 1tself, as
being alone the pluce  where sacrifice was
offered—of which, ns I have suld, sacrifice wus
the central thought, Nor did priests serve in
the synagogde, but only ministers and elders,
Picture to yourselves that relizgious service in
wlich Jesus participated in_the syuagogue at
Capernsum. He enters; and slthough no se-
credited minlster, o roll of the sacred Serip-
tures 8 given Him to resd. He turns to a
prophecy relating to Himself, He rehearses it,
and then sits down, The solemnity of His man-
per drew all eyes towards Him. And then He
began His ipstruction by saying, “This d-f is
this Scripture fulfilied lo your ears.,” Doubtless
prayer had preceded,and probably the recitation
of the Psalms of David, And sach was the
basis of all the public Christian worship of the
Apestolic age,

How unfair, then, for the Episcopal champion
of this movement, in our day, to seek his nutho-
rity firet in the law of Moses, which has begn
nbrogated, and then in the Church of the fourth
and fifth centuries, already full of corruption;
leaving untouched the whole fleld of fucts which
lie in the Apostolic ery, as exbibited in the New
Testament Scriptures!

To this present evil, over which we are now
mourning, and sgainst which we are setting
ourselves, the Church hes been drifting for some
years past, JTU began in the Oxford movement,
which lald its foundation in reviving in the
popular miud mystical notlons of the sacra-
ments, the minlstry, and the Ohorch. As to the
lust, In coufounding the spirituul with the ex-
ternal body of Cbrist's pecople; us to the second,
in exaltivg it into mediators or intercessors with
(od, and confining 1ta validity, and so the effi-
olency of ita ministrations, to an uninterrapted
suceession from the Apostles; and us to the lirst,
by making the sacraments, instend of signs of

ace and of God's good will 1o the reciplents,
he only wuthorized chauncls and conveyers
of it, ms if our spiritual life began In bap-
tism, and was continued by the Etlchumtﬂ:
brosd npd wine, These superstitious views
natuially prepared the way for whatever would
seem to add effect to the devollons of the
sanotuary, and awe to the persons and sets of
its minisiers, This 15 the share that high church.
wen have had in : while low churchmen
have contributed their share, by permitting the
introduction of flowers into their churohes, and

of 8 kind of mume, borrowed from the world
which wns latended 19 make the services oi

| Church in our day.

ntirsotive 0 the world, Agalnst
5‘."‘ . Biahop BloomBield of London—no
prej authonty, odh.lnly-—elul‘onud'hal;
lergy m FOKIH | A% & practice
g'un .t“ha u“urob o.ﬁim And Iu!’;; W
or lapse of these years, our
mmhu at Easter after thia manur—bugtli
]
A practice 1n
that communion from which we have been
called oul, as we balicve, by God on account ot
her abominations. As to the laffer, do not mis-
understand me. 1 do not object to the service
of praise being the best thot we can offer. 1
onls object to its beiug of such a character as
is designed to please worldly people, and to
render the servioe of the sanctuary attractive to
such—a plea under which the whole para-
phernalia  of ritoallsm might as  well
be sustained: its bowing and intoning and
theatrical displaye being equally successful in
drawivg n gaping crowd. L us mot do evil
that good may come,

II. And now we may well ask, what we have
dome to draw all this upon us—this ~ad innove-
tion on the dignity and simplicity of our worship,
over which every (rue lover of his Chure
wourng, and from which he hasso much to fenr 7
Here 1 can only suggest, Buat it eeema to me
that if the Church were pervaded with a true
and healthy Ohristinn life, we should never have
witnessed what we now see, Oan we imagine
Ritunliem springing up in the bealthy organism
of the Pentecostal Charzh, or the Charch of the
Beformation? Can we lmagine it enlering into
the thoughts of those whom the lethargy of the
Enghsh Church precipitated into Methodism ¥
or invading that trnly Apostolic Church, the
Moravian? or as the result of & genuine revival
in any religious hod{!

1t was only when the zeol of the early Church
had waxed ocold, that it found a place in the
ecolesinstical usages of the fourth and fAfth
centuries. And so, we believe that it is becanse
of the prevmling jukewarmness of our Church
at this day that we are now sufferlng from it,
that God has permitted it to come upon us.

Now, & true and healthy Christian 1ife 18 mani-
fested in holding the Head, in foilowing the
Hesd, and in self-denying efforts for the ﬁend;

ful In itiell, and scemingly approp
dapgerous as an innovation an

and so far az it departs Irom or falls short of

these, it i& unsound and umhealthy; there is
lukewarmness,

1. Christ is the Head, the Head of the body,
the Church, and of every sonl that looks for
salvation through Him, Haye we lost sight of
this in any measure asa Church, or have we kept
it steadily in view? T will not now consider those
who avowedly hold the sacraments to be the
means and inetroments of our justifcation, I
will confine my view to those who hold the
evangelical docirine. Now, though there is
among such much preaching of justification b
faith, yet, as the result of my observation,
fear that 1| must make the assertion that there
is not a corresponding kuowledge of it among
professiog Chrlstinns, There 18 o vagueness in
their minds as to what faith is, and an unsteadi-
ness of view as to the connection between faith
and Christ. Take Bt. Paul’s declaration con-
cerning himself, ns the standard, **I live, yet
not 1, bpt Christ liveth In me; and I live by the
falih of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me,” Here was the experieuce of
a true Ohristian with reference to Chnst. And
this [ call holding the Head, and holding it in
earnest, with 4 living grasp, Is this the religion
of Christlang in our day, in our own Church,
even in what we believe to be the better portion
ofit?! Alas! I have too often seen, after all our
teaching to the contrary, men believing that
they are Christinng, stiil leaning upon them-
selves, and still half trusting, at least, to their
own endeavors for sceeptance with God.
They will not believe that Christ is the One
Mediator, in whom they are to live and
move and have their spiritual being. The
have, indeed, some motion that His bloo
cleanses from sin; bat that He is “all in all” to
their ruined soule, of this 1 fear that they have
but little heart-conception. But yet It was this,
and this alone, that kept Bt, Paul from ritual-
ism, that drew him out from the ritualism of
the Jewish Chureh, and made him bhate and
trample on all ordinances when they came, in
any way, 1o overshadow Him who 18 the Head.
Curist, and Christ only—this should be not
only the tenor of our preaching, but the anchor
of your hope. Christ, as the Head, vividly,
vitnlly, experimentally held: this Is the word
of truth,sud the gospel of our salvation. And
g0 far as we fall short of it, we are suffering
from lukewarmness in our rellgion, and layiug
ourselvea open, therefore, to the loro of
every error, in doctrine or practice,

2. But Christ hath left us an example, that
we should follow in His steps. “For me, life
18 Chriet,” snid the same great apostie to whom
we bave just relerred, so fully did he reahze
in his own existence what Christ Himsell
spoke, “of His dwelling in us, and we in Him.”
He could say, *The world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the word,” Which of us can begin
to say as much ? If the world isnol enthroned in
our hearts, do we not at least ullow it to steal in
and encroach upon the dominion which should
be Christ’s alone! In our amusements, in our
business#, ln our dally intercourse, how little does
Christ rule, and how much the world! But few
are deterred from rash speculation becanse of
its injurious effect npon their religion; but few
from exciting enjoyments for u like reason, “All
seek their own, not the things which are Jesus
Cbrist's,” Worldliness is death to all gpiritual
life, and yet worldlinesa is the great sin of the
And in sayiug this I do not
reter oply to those worldly pleasures in which
Christians indulge, and which are generally first
thought of when the word is spoken, but to that
world-spirit which enters into all our life, und
has the mastery of us instead of the Epir‘lb of
Corigt fu its transforniing and renewing wer,
“For worldliness,” sa one has sald, “‘is distinct
from #in, and the denuuciation of it is peculiar
to Christlunity. It does not consist in distinct
acts, nor iu thoughts of l.rsnsg'rmlou. but it is
the gpirit of & whole life which hides all that ie
invisible, real, and eternal, becaunse it is devoted
to the visible, the transient, and the unreal, Men
who find their all in the world, how cun they,
fevered by its business, excited by ite pleasures,
petrified by I maxims, see God in His purity, or
comprebend the enlm radisnce of elern i{!"
And the only opposite of the world I8 Christ;
“Christ, our Hope, our Pattern, our Life; Chrlst
in us, the light which is in every man subjee-
tively; and Clirist, the light which, shining ob-
jectively m His Lile, and Death, and Resurrec-
tlon, daily incieases, as we gasge, the light of
Ohrist within us,” And where 1s the Word of
God ju these days? Manufectured by millions,
and distnbuted far and vear, we know; but to
each Christian is it the Book of lis heart, to
which be returns as 1o his neceszary food, with
sn ever-incrensing delight? Ab, my brethren,
are not these ead symptoms of the Christianit
of our day? And are they not bearing their
bilter fruit?

8, And then as fo the matler of dolng tor, and
giving unto the Lord, How few come forward
wud cousecrate themselves to the ministry of
the word, mp{-clull{ from the higher walk of
lifes; and fewer sull to the missionary work of
the Chureb! How lew, again, of those who have
reachied mature lite are found In our Sunday
Schools, bresking to the young (many of whom
fud these their oply religious instraction) the
bread of life! Our Chureh is expeeted to be
rich. Do our contributions corréspond to that
reputation—such, | menn, as are strictly charl-
table? Alss! the cost ol & slugle church edifice
sometimes exoeeds the whole amonnt which is
annually cortributed to Forelgn and Domestie
Missions,

The truth, I fear, must be told—there is but
litle self-deninl in our charities. We excuse
oureelves from giving on the score that our
living is #0 expensive, rather than curtail our
expense of living, that we may give the more.
We feel at once that 81, Paul ¢ould never have
sald it In commendation of this Church, *that
the abundance of their joy, and their deep
joverty sbounded unto the riches of their
iberalty,” as  he bt well have sald
it of unother Chur among  us (to
which reference has been alveady made),
which, with fewer mombers and less wenlth
than any, keops more missionaries in the feid
than sll—1he Moravien, Loakinia atthese things,
1 cannot but fear that the exalted Jeosus, from
His throne above, mwigbt send o us His reboke
of the Laodicesns of old:—*"Becanse thou sayest,
I wm rich, and increased with goods, and have
peed of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched and miserable and poor and Wind

and naked. As many asllove I Pebake and

oh 'ﬂ?"m thinge be 80, how parilous s onr
u _ »0, how ous s
condition! To ourselyves, possibly, wo may

the Lord, a‘;. e ‘l“:k h‘tmmg mﬂ: -
sticks, saying:—"I know works, thou
art aoelther cold nor w.‘ And threaten-
ing our ection. Has L come then
to this, that we ara even now In
danger of extinetion, as & pure and Seriptaral
Ohurch? Alas! the signs ol the Limes are toar-
tully ominous of it, seeing that the
Church s drifting towards that gn
all that is worth having in a Church sinks into
oblivion—the deep and awfal gulf of the Chorch
of Rome.

111, In such Jnﬂl. what nre we to do, we who
sce the evil and fear the danger !

God, in His good providence, has given to our
Ohurch a Liturgy which we have been accus-
tomed to regard asthe glory of nll litargies, and,
as o devolional cxpression of Beriptural truth,
uporivalled. Thie has been a great blessing to
her, in all the vicissitndes throvgh which she
haos been called to pass, 1L has breasted the tide
of Romanism, ere this, ns well as of indifference
and infidelity. Though Rome might speak from
the pulpit, or s heathenlsh philosophy, or a
barren morality, this bas always sounded out a
clear and clarion note of gospel truth. It does
so still; and we believe that, under God, it will
eventually drive out all the hooting owls and
unclean birds that now hover about oor altars,
The truth that is in it will assert its I!l{!l'(lﬂ.l\‘.’)‘
and compel those of “another gospel” to ee‘
ihat they are but acting a part, and that a false
part, in using it to their ends. To their own
lee they must ultimately go, or the lturgy

taelf cease Lo be what it s,

But while the trunth which is In the Liturgy
I8 thos a bulwark of defense, we may weaken or
strenglhen its effect by the way in which we
use it, The Ritualists affect unwonied reverence
in their conduct of pubhic worship, and by its
appeal to both the eyes and ears of the wor-
shippere.  What can we do to meet them T Only
muke our service a living service, ns it was
weant to be, and we want nothing more effec-
tive, at least to an intelligent people. Can io-
toning be balf so impressive as correct and
spirited reading! Agninst sing-song the plain
gong may enu!'liy be pitted; but against & manly
and dignified delivery, 1t is bul a pitiful contei-
vance, And here we of the mipwiry have been,
I doubt not, at faunlt in not giving that power to
the Liturgy of which I believe it to be capable,
Let the exhortation be uttered as if real; let the
lessons be read asaf we felt them (o be a Divine
word; and the‘rrajers be offered with all the
tenderness and unection ol genuine devotion:
and our gervice will need nothing to ald its
attractiveness, drawn from the dramatic per-
formance of u sensualized worship,

But the people have their responsibility also,
What “muttering and peeping” do we sometimes
hear for responses that ought to awnken the
echoes and make the arches ring! Oh! T feel
aehamed that g0 noble an instrument as God
has placed in our hands should be used by us
#0 unskilfully—so unikilfully as olten to appear
but the mockery of worship, Is not our service
& common prayer for people and ministers alike 7
Why, then, will not the people nssert their rgght,
and with thelr lond ameng aod full-voleed re-
gponges in every part, whether Confession,
Litany, Creed, or Psalter, make manifest its
“glory and benuty,” and thus demonstrate that
it needs no additaments from any quarter, much
less such as they would give us who are now
“disturbing our peace.”

1 believe that the coneregational singing of
God’s pralse would also have its welght in coun-
terscting these innovations, even as [ believe
that much of the chureh music vow in vogue
had its, in bringing them in, On this, how-
ever, I cannot enlarge. I will only say that
music is a great power—greater than man
of ns seem to be aware of; and that |if
it be of & worldly character, and such as
the people have npo interest in, save to
listen to luxuriopsly as an entertainment, it
cannot but have a seriows influence i vitiating
devotional taste, and so preparing the way for a
sensuous ritualism, If the church can be turned
for the time into a concert hall oran opera
house, why may it not be into a theatre, for the
display of religious bistirionic perlormances?
To sing God’s Eruipn “‘with the spirit and with
the understanding” is the sublimest actof a
human soul. Why should Olristisns allow it to
be tnken cut of their mouths, only to have fts
travesty poured into thelr ears in astyle too
olten unbecoming the house of God, and incon-
gruous with the tone of a holy and spimtaal
wonhiﬂ‘: Not such was the Apostle’s idea of it,
when he exhorted the Ephesians to “speak to
themselves in pealms and bymns and spiritnal
fongs, singing and making melody In their
hearts tothe Lord.”

But most of all, my brethren, if we would
avert this peril, we must stand in oo lot #s
Evangelical Christians, holding the Gospel in its
simplicity. NolhmE is g0 powerlul in breaking
down the strongholds of Satanic device as pure
doelrine, truly presched and truly followed.
And of all docirines none is more powerful
than that with which we opeped our
diecourse, that all Jaw has been fulfilled in
Christ, and that now He is the one Justifier of
the ungodly. Jesus Christ—the Reconcller, the
Lawgiver, the Lord of all—this Is the Palladium
of our strength, 1f we hold Him in the integrity
of this Go::')el, there will be no fear of oor
being tosscd to and fro by the winds of corrupt
doetrine or practice, And thus bholding Him,
men will say to us, “We will go with you; for
we bave heard that God is with you;” while the
t-ncouragmf word of Christ Himseif will be:—
“Fear not, little flock; jor it is your Father's
foml pleasure to give you the kingdom."” Let,

hen, this truth take n deeper hold upon us; let

it 1ake such a hold as will manifest iteelf iu a
growing Christ-like life; and a8 remnant must
remain of those “‘who have not bowed the kuee
to Baul.” “Be blameless and harmless, the sons
of God without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generstion, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world.”

Brethren, the Scriptures tell us that “in the
Ingt days perilous times ahall come, when men
shall be lovers of their own selves, hesdy, high-
minded; huvlnﬁsfmm ol godliness, but deuy-
ipg the power thereof.,” Is there not reason to
fear that we have fallen upon such? Are not the
slgne of owr times boili indleative of their
being *'the last days,” and “perilous,”
as wellt  All the foundations of religious taith
are oul of courmse—men drifting hither and
thither 1 search of something besldes the
simple truth of God, as revealed in His Word,
on which to rest, What, then, I8 our duty, as
those who kvnow und hold thattruth? Itis to
abide in the ship, the Ark of Jesus; to look
upon that Ark more steadily, and to cling to it
more earncstly, ue a place of refuge, the ooly
refuge for & pet IuhmF world. Make Jesus the
very life of your life, the thought of your
tboughts, the Inmost centre of all your being,
and you shall stand forever saved yourselve
und made by God the glorious instroments o
saving others.

_—— —

Discourse by the Hov, John Chambers
at the Broad HSireet Preshyterian
Church Yesterday Afcerncon —-Subject:
“Whe Civilized World Moving for the
Degradation of Woman."

The very suliry weather during the fore part
of yesterday afternoon, and the sudden blaster
aod bodings of raln, delerred many from attend-
ing the chureh at Broad and Bavsom slrects, to

hear the pastor (Rev.John Chambers) preach on
the above subject,publicly announced, Neverthe-
lees there was a fair stiendance, aud the dis-

course throughout was Hetened to with rapt
aitention, During the moring and afternoon
services, a collectlon in ald of the destitute
fumilles occasioned by the calamity which so
latoly atarfled and ssdn!ened the community, was
taken u‘), and resolted, from what can be
learped, in & bandsome donation. The passage
of Beripture in counection with the subject
snnounced, from which the discourse was drawn,
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Ve ou, that whereaoey W
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The reverend tleman remarked that, in

taking up this subject, which might in the ex-

treme be considered difficult, he occupled ground
that might be Jable Lo eensure by some, many

show the |
In which |

| tellectunlly and morally, that is wor

ul:! mlﬂo‘n. while others wouldxi

m&

the trath of his ument as
iilacy, But belng s minister ot‘:unllllflon he
was ble to no or aot of :n.‘ L
was amennble lor his nnes, and the
?:ggthn of his beliefs, to God alone, his

1 am to any Interforence on the part |

of the opulation with God’s arrangement,
and to spoil the g and hobor of women.
Tbe subject for discussion 4s one of solémnity,

betug of the greatest importance, and involving
the intereets of the world for all time, No living
man, oor child, nor woman there is that has no
eare, that is not interested in the ebarncter and
the condition of the female portion of tha
dwellers on this earth. The world's weal or woe
cenires mn either the moral or immoral standin

of the women. Her responsibihity s lnrttﬁ
in the extreme, and it 4 beeanse of this that the

! ll;l?ﬂl‘ll.nt subject as o whether or not the
ciy

lized world s moving for the degradation of
woman I8 prosented for your atlention and con-
gideration. And it ls the clvilized world only,
with all Its boasted learmng and pwﬁreea. in-
ing and

tast moving for her degradation.

And it 18 our duly 16 rtand up for the right,
Any delay or the lenst hemtation will atonce
sho w us thet the wheels of the charlot will be
broken and scathed, the horses will struggle
with the waves, and the great canee ot ﬂ'l.!tll“
will be engulfed in the sea of immorality, 8
naton wi?l sink, and the women will fall from
their bigh estate to rise no more. All efforts to
remove woman from her rightful sphere, her
legitimate lire-ullinuﬁwnd to the disraption of
goviety, Mark well this thought—woman is the
balance-wheel of the mental and moral ma-
chinery of the human family, Woman Is made
the custodian of the uninformed and the unde-
veloped mind and form of the child, Whether
legitimate or mot, it matters nothing jo this
ciee,  God sanye, ke this living ereature that
now lies hvl‘(’) ess upon thy bosom and bring it
up for me.” That is the direction of God the
Fathor, the Ruler of the Universe,

Look you, it is no mmple matter to bea
mother—but rather to be one who shall rear
the young, and bave it in power to place them
in paths of uselulness or roads to evil and
shame, ia of infinite lmportance. A godly
charge it is for woman to have put inlo her
bands the plastic form, and left to mould the
mind and character of one of God’s ereatuves,
likened unto the image of the Holy One himsell,
Shall she perform her work as He would have
it—endeavoring with anxious care and
motherly watchfulness to judiciously and wisely
arrange the child’s life? or shall it be that, by
ber mismanageruent, the vouth shall il the
world with thunder clouds of moral pestilence
and ruin?

Since this Is the supreme duty of woman
with which God has vested her, her sphere o
work is home, that place which 18 the tounda-
tion from which spring all happiness and joy.
The peace of our homes, over which our wives,
aud mothers, and loved sisters preside, engen-
ders the peace and happivess ol our nation.
The mother’'s place I8 with her clhfldren; to
#hine in the oircle of home relations; lo feel that
her Maker has piaced her in that garden for the
culture ot His aear ones; to know that she
wields s mighty influence for good which may
lead to the elevation oi those around her moral-
ly, and be the laborer in God's vineywrd-—a
worthy servant—that may lead to the salvalion
of many souls, Her avocation is n great, an
honorsble one, yet many times onervus, There
is no mather on earth who has not had enouneh
cares, that would have bent an angel'’s back, laid
upon her,

But from the fact that her Master bas called
her to this work, she is content to labor, hardly
with 8 murmur, but borne up with the unddying
love and interest with which God, in Hisjgnfinite
gooduess, seeing that she would need more than
enrthly stimulsnts, has specially endowed her,
And from her youth she throws aroand her that
solt, refining influence which draws the hearts
of the young to her, making her the fit instro-
ment for their moral, spiritual, and physical
training for God.

God has embued woman with all that tender-
ness and purifying love, beauty, and geace, and
filled her soul with those ennobling qualities to
counteract the roughness and the manners of
her male companions. She is made to shine in
soglety, 1o give it an elevating tendency, o in-
ereaso ita morality, and to cast upon it a lustre
of hohoess, !

None can fill & mother’s place—no help of
other bands, no words which others speak, look,
or uct, can suflice to fill & mother's place, You
may trapsfer your little oneé to some pleasant
dell, where surrounding scenes, you think, may
wean its affections; but, ah | the little one knows
full well that its truest iriend s dead.

You may unfold its tiny hands from the cold
corpse now shrouded in death—so white! o
cold |—and give it into other care, it may be of
kind and endesaing friends ; but mother's hand,
mother’s words, and mother’s carceses will be
sadly missed, and the little, wailing cry will go
up, “Mother!” *“Mother!” You never can
replace s mother's haond or a mother's heart,
Young men, Msten! You will have but one
mother, and when ber silent form is passively
laid in the tomb, the full force of the truth
which mauy now may think but little of will
rush upon you in your desolatcness, Young
womnn, G never gave you but one mother,
who should guide and direct you with all vhat
love and tendervess which only a mother
knows, Let us, thon, take these thoughts, and
ponder solemnly upon them,

A glance at the history and blography of the
world from the day when first a4 note was taken
of passing events, will reveal the glorious posi.
tion that wemau has held, and the mighty influ-
ence which she has swayed. Noue can sum up
the amount of indebtedness the world owes to
ber. The earth 1s indebled to her; heaven, for
its many angels, owes her an obligation; and T
{mll almost sald that God Himselt was indebled

o her,

Our Lord Jesus hath said that *‘for what she
hath done ¢ shall be as & memorial  of her,”
A ghmpse of some of the ancient lights will
reveal how boldly the women of the Old Testa-
ment stcod forth for glorous and holy deeds,
Look at Sarah of old, whom we cannot help
but honor, since Abraham, her husband, was
the father ot the faithful,

How pre-¢minent are characters of Re-
becea, Ruchel, Hannah, the niother of Samuel
the “man of God,” Naomi, Ruth, and bosts of
others, who, by their deeds of good, and their
religious zeal, have reared u monument o thele
memory—not a pillar of stone, or polished
murble, iron, or brags, nor of other mutable
things of this earth, but a meniory boroe high
in hlslorr and graven deeply on the hearts of

pOih:riliy

And In the New Testament what & monument
of imrrrlahable materinls, what an eternal me-
morial hath been ercoted to the memortes of the
Murye, and the Marthas, and of the woman who
eave her little all, Umidly coming into the
marble hall thronged with the rleh, who were
dropping ther gold iuto the box, and giving her
two mites! Of ber the Baviour hath suid, “‘She
huth done what she could.” Would to God that
it conld be sald of{a)] at the present day! And
of our own history, long will the memories of
Harrlet Newell und Mre, Judeon, who on forelgn
shores labored for years amid constant dangers
and sorrows, and with everything butl encon-
ragements, and finally, with her husband, gave
their lives in the missionary eavse of Christ,

The great object which the clvillzed world Is
now agitated with—being for warded by those
who attempt 1o be popular—is what 15 lermed
the eleetive frunchise; to have woman epter
Into the politicrl worltf, sud exerelse her right,
us they team it b{ the ballor, Alresdy has it
beenn mooled in the most dignified bodies of
men (hroughout the nutlons of the earth, The
British Parllament lately was agitated with the
preat] question as to whether or not] woman
should leave the place where she had become
¢o highly bhounored and reversd, and enter into
the political surifes with an avidity which
marks the most encrgetic politiclan; and but
seventy-eight voles, out of three hundred,
favored the movement,

In our own country, within the walls of our
supreme ve {ﬁ the same quesiion
was (nftisted, and, with the exoepifon of u few,
all turned their influenoe sgainst Shall our
slnters, daughters, wives, and mothers—who
have each such s holy lustre aud bright infiu-
ence around them in home drawn

into these sloughs of Alth and corruptionf It

= e
Ju well that e grewter portion of oy fad
o

brothers keep them from ensm
oxcept whon duty and love orww

it. Dul what it our mothers and slsters
verpe ioto that state of political exclioment
wh ct:’, in the male uh??on.lul such wide
fpread eway ? Ehall it be beonuss there are &
fcw bintant women, who clamor for thelr
s women, that the female ba

populstion
to such = elough of des ?
Shall the fair fame of woman be wrecked be
causo u few of their number, alded by a few of
the opposite sex, ory out, “There is no T,
let women have her rights,” Teo soon would
| she discover, were such ap inmov io be
inavguraied, that her untarnis wad
fast losing \ta brightness. 1am glad that so
many of our wives and mothers have that moral
strangth to set themeelves ngainst such & move-
ment, and to declare that her duty shall be
slone in what can tend to the happiness of her
homo and cirele of irlends, But s few of thelr

number, from s mania to hoe -
line and mani Docome Wore Mt

s lnning the 3
log to ralse n flame that :lfull 'E:-?tdo m
ment of their wishes, Discard such s move-
mﬁ:ﬁ Iut} ol::m. for the Apostle James says;—
“‘Beho ow t t
. hhl;dlcbth!" great a matier o little ,lu
{ they suceeed, and womsan 1 to be brough
from her fireside, domestic cirgle, aod mwu'l‘
walks, to participate In this right, as it s termed,
which has such a deleterions effect upon mun
of our ftathers and sons, then farewell to all thsi

drawn in

oy which she alone could cause, On the great
8 5t by nuthority for election pu you
will see her near the polts in her handsome care

riage, or wagon, or mingling with the cro
to cast her vote /—to hear the oaths of tke wlid(-'E
graved. to listen to the vile talk of the de«
auched, Is there no extenuation, ean she not
escape all thist—ro! no! she must needs push
her way through the wase, surrounded with
men of every class, sober, nken, vile and
bad. Bhe will have to romgh it with the
roughs ! and her nature, onee =0 purs and
bright, will roughen with the evil contact.

1 pray God that the day may never dawn
when it shall be sald tkalt women shall vote
and wingle with the erowds that as-emble
about the polls, Let pol their fulr fame be tar.
plshed by such s&n evil contact, of de-
creasing in the scale of usefulness, niny they
ever po onward, attaining brighter laurels for
their boly labors in caring for the interests of
home, and the salvation of the youth. May it
never be snld that & mother or sster has given
up the work of her life calhog, to which God
has assigned her for the performance of that—
the easting of & vote, which must needs ental
upon it the varied evils we witness ever day—
which cannot elevate her, but instead, drag
her down, down, until ahe is eternally lost,

Glittering Tecth,

Not only does SozoponNT Impart the whitensss
of the purest porcelain to the testh, but its
polish too. They glisten, after belng brushed
with 1t, ke the Inper surface of an otenn shell,
and the effecl of this peerless dentifrice Is to
render tho ennmel as hard and lndestructible
/s ndamant,
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